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On behalf of the National Task Force to End Sexual and Domestic Violence, a coalition of thousands of
organizations that represents millions of victims of domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault and
stalking, and the professionals who serve them, we write today to express our deep concern about the
controversy of inserting the Hyde provision into the Justice for Victims of Trafficking Act. The House
passed a version of that Act that did not include this new Hyde provision and we ask the Senate to do the
same.

We support the organizations that stand at the front lines of support for victims of trafficking and ask that
you act quickly to move forward the JVTA, as well as the Stop Exploitation Through Trafficking Act and the
Runaway and Homeless Youth Trafficking Prevention Act. Victims of trafficking crimes and runaway and
homeless youth need the support that all three of these bills would provide.

As you find a path forward for these bills, we ask that you consider the following principles, which guide
our work everyday:
*  Every victim who comes to us for help deserves to be treated with respect and given
autonomy in decision-making;
*  One-size-fits-all solutions are inappropriate in responding to victims’ needs, because
each victim faces a different series of facts and issues;
*  Whatever personal beliefs each advocate holds, advocates must not impose those
beliefs on victims who may adhere to different faith-based beliefs;
* Qur goalis to help every victim who comes to our programs find personal healing and
safety.

We ask you to embrace these principles along with us and move these bills forward in a form that does
not undercut any of these core guidelines of our work.

Thank you.
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