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March 16, 2015 
 

The Honorable John Cornyn The Honorable Susan M. Collins 
517 Hart Senate Office Building 413 Dirksen Senate Office Building  
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510 
  
The Honorable Mitch McConnell The Honorable Lisa Murkowski 
317 Russell Senate Office Building 709 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510 
  
The Honorable Kelly Ayotte The Honorable Patrick J. Leahy 
144 Russell Senate Office Building 437 Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510 
 
Dear Honorable Senators Cornyn, McConnell, Ayotte, Collins, Murkowski, and Leahy: 
 

HEAL Trafficking unifies and mobilizes interdisciplinary professionals combating human 
trafficking through a healthcare lens and serves as a centralized resource on health for the 
broader anti-trafficking community. Our members include leaders from clinical practice, public 
health, global health, academia, and government, working in 28 states and at the national and 
international levels. Among many other anti-trafficking activities, we have been active members 
of the Department of Health and Human Services, Administration for Children and Families’ 
SOAR National Technical Working Group and the Institute of Medicine’s Committee on 
Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children in the United States and the World Health 
Organization's International Classification of Diseases for Victims of Human Trafficking health 
and mental health issues. 
 

We write with great concern about the impasse over S. 178, the Cornyn-Klobuchar 
Justice for Trafficking Victims Act. The JVTA includes critical provisions that expand services for 
survivors and strengthen the criminal justice system's ability to combat human trafficking. We 
implore the Senate to pass S. 178 without the inclusion of Hyde Amendment language, which 
would place limits on trafficking survivors’ access to vital health services. We support its 
replacement with amendment S.A. 300 offered by Senator Leahy, which provides an added 
focus on prevention, and encompasses bipartisan proposals that recently have gathered strong 
support. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
HEAL Trafficking 
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HEAL Trafficking Steering Committee Members and Co-Leaders 
 
Holly G. Atkinson, MD Mariam Garuba, MD 
Arnold Global Health Institute at Mount Sinai Kings County Hospital 
New York, NY Manhattan Psychiatric Institute 
	
  	
   Brooklyn, NY 
Susie Baldwin, MD, MPH 	
  	
  
Los Angeles County Department of Nicole Littenberg, MD, MPH 
Public Health (for identification only) Pacific Survivor Center 
Los Angeles, CA Honolulu, HI 
	
  	
   	
  	
  
Tonya Chaffee, MD, MPH Suzanne Poppema, MD 
University of California, San Francisco International Medical Consulting 
San Francisco, CA Everett, Washington 
	
  	
   	
  	
  
Kim Chang, MD Vicki Rosenthal, MSW 
Site Director Florida Atlantic University 
Asian Health Services Ft. Lauderdale, FL 
Oakland, CA  	
  
	
  	
  
Makini Chisolm-Straker, MD	
  

Hanni Stoklosa, MD, MPH 
Brigham and Women’s Hospital 

Columbia University Medical Center Harvard Medical School 
Icahn School of Medicine at Mt. Sinai Boston, MA 
New York, NY 	
   
	
   Katherine Welch, MD	
  
Julia Geynisman, MD	
   Relentless 
New York Presbyterian - Weill Cornell Med Center Fort Wayne, IN 
New York, NY  
  Cathy L. Miller RN, PhD	
  
Jen Makrides, MA, MD Candidate  Baylor University	
  
University of Vermont College of Medicine Louise Herrington School of Nursing 
Burlington, VT Dallas, Texas 
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HEAL Trafficking Members and Colleagues 
 
Saliha Abdal-Khabir, RN, BSN, SANE 
Boston, MA 
 
Ada Amobi, MD/MPH Candidate 
Harvard Medical School 
Boston, MA 
 
Elizabeth Brown, MD 
Family Physician 
University of Pennsylvania 
Philadelphia, PA 19104 
 
 
Sharon Chin, MPH 
Graduate Student 
Rutgers University School of Public Health 
Newark, NJ 
 
Michelle Contreras, PsyD 
MSPP 
Newton, MA 
 
Michael DeBernardi, PsyD 
Director of Behavioral Health Services 
Licensed Psychologist 
The Life Link 
Santa Fe, NM 
 
Susan DeCristofaro, RN, MS 
Dana-Farber Cancer institute  
Boston Medical Center  
Boston, MA 
 
Emily Dollar 
Brigham and Women’s Hospital  
Connors Center for Women’s Health and Gender Biology 
Boston, MA 02116 



 

 
 

Health Education, Advocacy, Linkage 
Because Human Trafficking is a Health Issue 

HEALTrafficking.org 
 
Ruth Downing, MSN, RN, CNP, SANE-A 
Forensic Healthcare Consulting 
152 Westwood Avenue 
Delaware, OH 43015 
 
Abigail English, JD 
Director 
Center for Adolescent Health & the Law 
Chapel Hill, NC  
 
Susan Ervolina, RN, MS 
Gates Vascular Institute at Buffalo General Medical Center 
Buffalo, NY  
 
Anastasia Feifer, MD 
Brooklyn, NY 
 
Laura A. Foerster, RN, BSN, JD 
Highland, IL 
 
Barbara Glickstein, RN, MPH, MS 
Center for Health, Media Policy at Hunter College 
City University of New York 
New York, NY 
 
Anna Gribble  
Brigham and Women’s Hospital 
Center for Community Health and Health Equity 
Boston, MA 02116 
 
Gayle Haberman 
Culver City, CA 90232 
 
Areej Hassan, MD 
Boston Children’s Hospital 
Boston, MA 
 
Zarah Iqbal 
Medical Student 
Stanford School of Medicine 
Palo Alto, CA 
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Tasneem Ismailji, MD, MPH 
14240 Berry Hill Ct 
Los Altos Hills, CA 14240 
 
Juhi Jain  
University of Miami Miller School of Medicine 
Miami, FL 
 
Meghan Jordon 
Grand Valley State University 
Grand Rapids, MI 
 
Nadi Nina Kaonga, MHS 
Tufts University School of Medicine 
Boston, MA 02111 
 
Patrick L. Kerr, PhD 
Associate Professor 
Director, Dialectical Behavior Therapy Services Program  
Licensed Clinical Psychologist 
West Virginia University School of Medicine 
Charleston, WV 
 
Atsuko Koyama, MD, MPH 
Assistant Professor in Pediatrics 
Division of Pediatric Emergency Medicine 
Boston University School of Medicine 
Boston, MA 
 
Brian Kroener 
Tufts University School of Medicine 
Boston, MA 02111 
 
 
Kuenok Lee, MD 
Lawndale Christian Health Center 
Chicago, IL 
 
Annie Lewis-O’Connor, PhD, NP, MPH 
Brigham and Women’s Hospital 
Harvard Medical School 
Boston, MA 02116 
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Lauren Lisembee, CNP 
Clinical Counseling and Dance/Movement Therapy Graduate Student 
Antioch University New England 
Written On Your Heart 
Manchester, NH 
 
Megan K. Mattimoe, JD 
Advocating Opportunity 
Toledo, Ohio 43604 
 
Susan McCormick Hadley, PhD, MPH 
Adjunct Faculty 
Department of Family Practice and Community Health 
University of Minnesota Medical School 
Minneapolis, MN 55455 
 
Kristina McElhinney, DO 
Assistant Program Director  
Crozer Family Medicine  
Springfield, PA 19064 
 
Sandra L. Morgan, PhD, RN 
Vanguard University Global Center for Women & Justice 
Costa Mesa, CA 92626 
 
Barbara Moynihan, RN 
University of New Haven 
West Haven, CT 
 
Charles L. Patton III, LMT, BCTMB 
Royal Treatment, LLC 
Washington, DC 20024 
 
 
Raymond Perry, MD, MS 
Medical Director, Juvenile Court Health Services 
Los Angeles County Department of Health Services 
Los Angeles, CA 
 
Linda Prine, MD 
Director of Women’s Health 
Institute for Family Health 
Professor of Family Medicine 
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Mount Sinai School of Medicine 
New York City, NY 10001 
 
Anita Ravi, MD, MPH 
Family Physician 
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation Clinical Scholars Program 
University of Pennsylvania 
Philadelphia, PA 19104 
 
Hilary C. Siebens, MD 
Physician 
Seal Beach, CA 90740 
 
Bill Skeen, MD, MPH 
Executive Director, Physicians for a National Health Program - California 
Los Angeles, CA 90017 
 
 
Donna Slattery, RN, MSN, SANE 
Quincy, MA 
 
Jennifer Stoeckig, RN  
Dacula, GA 
 
Norah M. Sullivan, ARNP, CNS, AFN 
1660 So. Columbian Way, MS 116 ATC 
Seattle, WA 98108 
 
Diane Tan, MSPH 
Graduate Student 
UCLA Fielding School of Public Health 
Los Angeles, CA 
 
Paula Tavrow, PhD 
Director, Bixby Program in Population and Reproductive Health 
UCLA Fielding School of Public Health 
Los Angeles, CA 
 
 
Anne Victory, RN, MSN 
Cleveland, OH 
 
Angela Wild 
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