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On Thursday, when | sat down with my family over our Thanksgiving dinner, | thought about
our history and how my grandparents came here from Italy and Ireland and my wife’s family
came here from Quebec, Canada. We, like most Americans, are a family of immigrants. It is that
rich melting-pot history that makes our country so special, so strong. Thanksgiving is a time to
honor and celebrate that strength.

Far too many immigrant families today, however, live in fear. Fear of being torn apart -- of
losing a mother, a father, a sister, a brother to deportation. Bringing peace to those families was
one of the things that most motivated me last year as we spent hours debating and marking up
comprehensive immigration reform.

Both Democrats and Republicans praised the fair and thorough process we gave that bill. We had
6 hearings featuring 42 witnesses. We debated bipartisan legislation a total of 37 hours over a 3-
week period. We considered 212 amendments, and we adopted 136 of them — all but 3 on a
bipartisan basis. The full Senate then considered the bill and approved it by an overwhelming
bipartisan majority.

But that effort was not good enough for Republican leaders in the House. They would not even
allow a vote on the bill, and the Republican House leadership shut down similar bipartisan
efforts in that chamber. To this day, they are batting zero when it comes to truly addressing the
broken immigration system.

They now complain that the President is acting alone, but he is not. The American people
support immigration reform. And that is why President Obama acted. His actions are legal but
they offer only a temporary fix.

Congress must still act. The Republican House leadership has chosen to hold hearings attacking
the President’s actions, rather than simply stepping up and allowing a vote on a bill to solve the
problem. Time is running out and they are wasting it on political antics. | hope that they use the
remainder of this month to take up and vote on the comprehensive bill we sent them more than a
year and a half ago.

| applaud the president’s action to keep families together. That is why next week, the Senate
Judiciary Committee will again turn to the issue of family unity. I have asked Astrid Silva,
whose remarkable story President Obama began to tell last week, to come and share the rest of
her story and what the President’s actions will mean to her family.

At the heart of it all, immigration reform is about keeping American communities strong and
vibrant. We are a nation of immigrants. That has been our history and it should be our future.
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