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Judiciary Committee News
United States Senate

Senator Patrick Leahy, Chairman

Submissions for the Record by Chairman Patrick Leahy (D- Vt.)
Senate Judiciary Committee Hearing On:
"S. 598, The Respectfor Marriage Act:

Assessing the Impact of DOMA on American Families"
July 20,2011

Testimony From Vermont Residents:

• Wilfredo Docto, Waterbury
• Colleen Montgomery, Burlington
• Jason Stuart, Essex Junction
• Maria Tomaselli, Ludlow
• Mark Westergard, South Burlington









Letter from Mrs. Colleen Montgomery, CPA 
Burlington Vermont 

To Senator Patrick J. Leahy 
 
 
I am a CPA in Burlington. Our small firm prepares numerous tax returns for same sex couples-some married/civil 
unioned and some not. There is no question that these returns present additional challenges and they 
surely serve to remind these families that they are not considered equal outside of Vermont. I look forward to the 
day that we don't need to distinguish between "Married in VT" and "Married". I believe that quite a few of our 
couples will actually end up paying more tax once DOMA is gone---and they will be happy to do so. I know that our 
bills for tax preparation will be reduced---and we will be happy to take that cut in pay. 
 
If there is anything we can do to help with the committee hearings, just let us know! 
 
Mrs. Colleen Montgomery  
Burlington, VT 
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Testimony of Jason A. Stuart Walt of Essex Junction, VT for the hearing titled 
“S.598, The Respect for Marriage Act: Assessing the Impact of DOMA on American Families” 

July 20, 2011 
 
Thank you for coordinating the updates on the Respect for Marriage Act.  I am a current resident of 
Essex VT and am married to a French Canadian citizen living in Montreal.  We have been together for 5 
1/2 years now, and married since September of last year. DOMA prevented my husband, Sylvain, from 
being eligible to immigrate to the United States as my spouse. After a period of time we decided that we 
wanted to spend every day together and not have to commute back and forth between Essex and 
Montreal every weekend. It isn't enough to have so little time with the man you love. Given DOMA's 
effect on immigration eligibility, I have had to leave my job, my friends, my family and country behind to 
begin the process of becoming a permanent resident of Canada. We are currently working on the 
immigration paperwork. It is sad to think that the United States of America, with all its talk of freedom 
for all, is behind other international countries like Canada on human rights. Actually, it is just sad. 
 
Anyway, thank you for supporting this legislation and keeping us updated. Maybe someday soon my 
husband and I could even consider living in the United States together!   
 
 
 



Testimony of Maria Tomaselli of Ludlow, VT for the hearing titled 
“S.598, The Respect for Marriage Act: Assessing the Impact of DOMA on American Families” 

July 20, 2011 
 
I'm a Vermonter who is in a same sex relationship with an Australian citizen.  We are not married yet 
because we're still trying to figure out what we're going to do to keep her here after next winter.  She 
works seasonally as a ski instructor in VT with me on an H2B visa.  Inevitably, she has to leave at the end 
of each winter.  Even if we were to marry, I still couldn't keep her here thru immigration sponsorship or 
through a fiancee visa because of DOMA.  I need something to change quickly before the end of next 
winter or I may have to leave this country just for us to be together.  Australia will recognize our 
relationship, but my country won't!  So much for liberty and justice for all!!! 
 
 



Testimony of Mark S. Westergard of South Burlington, VT for the hearing titled 
“S.598, The Respect for Marriage Act: Assessing the Impact of DOMA on American Families” 

 
 
Both my husband, Curt, and I work for the one employer in Vermont that   is permitted to discriminate 
against us:  the Federal government.  Neither of us can carry the other on our health insurence. All of 
our   co-workers in opposite-gender marriages have the option of carrying their spouse on their health 
insurance. If Curt could insure me I would retire but because he can't I continue working to get health   
insurance. I like my job but I could do a lot of good work if I retired. Unfortunately I am not able to do 
that.  I would be a great witness. I'm a lawyer that has tons of experience speaking to the  governing 
bodies of governments. I'm not the least bit nervous or reluctant and I know how to answer the 
question asked, if any. Thanks for your work. 
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