
Summary of Current Senate Legislation  

Related to the April 20, 2010 Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill 

 

Bill Number: S. 3305 
Bill Name: Big Oil Bailout Prevention Liability Act of 2010 
Sponsor: Senator Robert Menendez of N.J. 
Committee with Jurisdiction: Senate Committee on Environment and Public Works 

Bill Summary: This bill seeks to amend the Oil Pollution Act of 1990 to increase the liability of 
the responsible party for offshore oil well spills from $75 million to $10 billion for each incident.  
This bill is also drafted so that it takes effect on April 15, 2010.  However, the cleanup costs 
directly incurred by BP are not subject to a cap.   

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Bill Number: S. 3306 
Bill Name: Big Oil Bailout Prevention Trust Fund Act of 2010 
Sponsor: Senator Robert Menendez of New Jersey 
Committee with Jurisdiction: Senate Committee on Finance 

Bill Summary: The Big Oil Trust Fund Act was written to increase the authorized size of the Oil 
Liability Trust Fund, which is the industry-funded safety net for economic damages after the 
responsible parties reach their caps. In addition to eliminating the $1 billion per incident cap on 
claims against the Oil Spill Liability Trust Fund, the bill would allow community responders to 
access the fund for preparation and mitigation up front, rather than waiting for reimbursement 
after the fact.  Under this bill if damage claims exceed the amount in the Oil Spill Liability Trust 
Fund (currently $1.6 billion), then claimants can collect from future revenues of the fund, with 
interest.  The bill also eliminates the existing $500 million cap on natural resources damages. 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Bill Number: S. 3308 
Bill Name: A bill to suspend certain activities in the outer Continental Shelf until the date on 
which the joint investigation into the Deepwater Horizon incident in the Gulf of Mexico has been 
completed, and for other purposes 
Sponsors: Senator Bill Nelson of Florida  
Committee with Jurisdiction: Senate Committee on Energy and Natural Resources 

Bill Summary: This bill directs the Secretary of the Interior to suspend all activities related to 
the development of a new or revised five-year plan for the outer Continental Shelf. The bill also 
directs the Secretary to suspend new exploration, development, or production on the outer 



Continental Shelf and any related activities that may have commenced prior to the enactment of 
this Act, unless these activities are certified as posing minimal risk. All activities encompassed 
by the Act are suspended until the joint investigation into the Deepwater Horizon incident is 
complete. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Bill Number: S. 3309 
Bill Name: Oil Spill Liability Trust Fund Improvement Act of 2010 
Sponsors: Senator Lisa Murkowski of Alaska 
Committee with Jurisdiction: Senate Committee on Finance 

Bill Summary: 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Bill Number: S. 3337 
Bill Name: Oil Spill Claims Assistance and Recovery Act 
Sponsor: Senator Mary Landrieu of Louisiana  
Committee with Jurisdiction: Senate Committee on Environment and Public Works 

Bill Summary: This Oil Spill Claims Assistance and Recovery Act establishes a program to 
provide technical assistance grants to individuals and businesses affected by the Deepwater 
Horizon oil spill, within 60 days of the enactment of the Act. The bill authorizes the use of grant 
funds to support necessary social and legal services, economic loss analysis, and the filing and 
processing of claims.  In addition, grant funds may be used to pay salaries or to provide 
assistance to those seeking financial reimbursement from liable parties, the Oil Spill Liability 
Trust Fund, or an insurance policy. Finally, this bill establishes an advisory board to monitor the 
claims process and prohibits the use of grant funds to compensate for damages or removal costs 
related to the oil spill.  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Bill Number: S. 3343 
Bill Name: Beyond Petroleum Act 
Sponsor: Senator Frank Lautenberg of New Jersey 
Committee with Jurisdiction: Senate Committee on Energy and Natural Resources 

Bill Summary: The Beyond Petroleum Act establishes an annual fee of $10 per acre for federal 
offshore areas subject to a lease for the production of oil or natural gas as of May 1, 2010.  The 
bill also establishes an Oil Dependence Reduction Fund to encourage the development and 
deployment of renewable technologies or programs to decrease the use of oil and reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions. 



______________________________________________________________________________ 

Bill Number: S. 3344 
Bill Name: BP Deepwater Horizon Disaster Inquiry Commission Act of 2010 
Sponsor: Senator Sheldon Whitehouse of R.I.  
Committee with Jurisdiction: Senate Committee on Energy and Natural Resources 

Bill Summary: This bill establishes the BP Deepwater Horizon Disaster Inquiry Commission to 
investigate the activities of BP and other entities associated with the operation of Deepwater 
Horizon as well as their compliance with all government and industry regulations.  This bill 
would also charge the Inquiry Commission with the task of investigating all federal, state, and 
local agencies responsible for the oversight of private drilling companies with a stake in the 
Deepwater Horizon. The bill mandates that the Commission also evaluate the impact of the oil 
spill on the economy and environment and the efficacy of the response effort. Finally, the bill 
requires the Commission to provide recommendations to improve future response efforts to oil 
disasters. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Bill Number: S. 3345 
Bill Name: The Big Oil Polluter Pays Act 
Sponsor: Senator Sheldon Whitehouse of R.I  
Committee with Jurisdiction: Senate Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation 

Bill Summary: The Big Oil Polluter Pays Act amends existing maritime liability law and 
overturns the 2008 Supreme Court case, Exxon Shipping Co. vs. Baker, which slashed Exxon 
Mobil Corporation's punitive damages for the Exxon Valdez Spill.  In that case, the Supreme 
Court held that unless Congress spoke, punitive damages under maritime law must be limited to 
the amount of compensatory damages assessed in a case, the damages assessed to make victims 
whole.  This legislation allows judges and juries to assess punitive damages based on all facts in 
a case, without regard to the amount of other damages owed; thus removing the cap ratio of 1:1 
on punitive-to-compensatory damages. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Bill Number: S. 3346 
Bill Name: Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act Amendments Act of 2010 
Sponsor: Senator Sheldon Whitehouse of R.I.  
Committee with Jurisdiction: Senate Committee on Energy and Natural Resources 

Bill Summary: The Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act of 2010 amends the Outer Continental 
Shelf Lands Act to increase the maximum civil liability for a person’s failure to comply with the 
Act or any term of a lease, license, or permit issued pursuant to the Act from $20,000 per day to 



$75,000 per day.  The bill requires a civil penalty of up to $150,000 per day for any such failure 
which constitutes a threat of serious, irreparable, or immediate harm or damage to life (including 
fish and other aquatic life), property, any mineral deposit, or the marine, coastal, or human 
environment.   Finally, the bill increases the criminal fine for violations of the Outer Continental 
Shelf Lands Act from $100,000 to $10 million. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Bill Number: S. 3375 
Bill Name: Oil Spill Response and Assistance Act 
Sponsor: Senator David Vitter of Louisiana 
Committee with Jurisdiction: Senate Committee on Environment and Public Works 

Bill Summary:  The Oil Spill Response and Assistance Act directs the Secretary of Energy to 
require the development and deployment of technology for use in the case of a significant 
discharge of oil from a deepwater port, offshore facility, or tank vessel within two years of the 
enactment of this Act. Specifically, the Act requires the development of technology for use in 
capping underwater oil wells that is effective at depths of at least 2,000 feet deeper than the 
limits of oil and gas production on the Outer Continental Shelf. Newly developed technology 
must also include flameproof booms capable of functioning in the open sea and remote operated 
vehicles for use in open ocean and at depths of 15,000 feet or more. According to the Act, such 
technologies must be readily available within 24 hours of an event.  The bill also doubles the 
liability limits of responsible parties in the case of an oil spill and makes other adjustments to 
liability limits for responsible entities. The bill is written to take effect on April 15, 2010. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Bill Number: S. 3391  
Bill Name: Restoring Ecosystem Sustainability and Protection on the Delta Act 
Sponsor: Senator Mary Landrieu of Louisiana 
Committee with Jurisdiction: Senate Committee on Energy and Natural Resources 

Bill Summary: This bill amends the Gulf of Mexico Energy Security Act of 2006 to accelerate 
the allocation of certain Gulf of Mexico oil and gas lease revenues from covered leases among 
the affected states.  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Bill Number: S. 3405 
Bill Name: Close Big Oil Tax Loopholes Act 
Sponsor: Senator Robert Menendez of New Jersey 
Committee with Jurisdiction: Senate Committee on Finance 



Bill Summary:  The Close Big Oil Tax Loopholes Act amends the Internal Revenue Code to 
deny those taxpayers with gross revenues over $100 million per taxable year the existing tax 
deductions for drilling and development costs and income attributable to domestic production of 
oil or natural gas.  The bill also imposes a 13% excise tax on produces of taxable crude oil or 
natural gas based on the removal prices of these fossil fuels from lands on the Outer Continental 
Shelf in the Gulf of Mexico and denies a foreign tax credit to any large integrated oil company 
that is considered a dual capacity taxpayer. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Bill Number: S. 3433 
Bill Name: Clean Coasts and Efficient Cars Act of 2010 
Sponsor: Senator Bernard Sanders of Vermont 
Committee with Jurisdiction: Senate Committee on Energy and Natural Resources 

Bill Summary: The Clean Coasts and Efficient Cars Act of 2010 prohibits the leasing of the 
Pacific, Atlantic, Eastern or Central Gulf of Mexico regions of the Outer Continental Shelf and 
increases fuel economy standards. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Bill Number: S. 3461 
Bill Name: Acceptance of Offer on Liability and Expedited Claims at Mississippi Canyon 252 
Act 
Sponsor: Senator David Vitter of Louisiana 
Committee with Jurisdiction: Senate Committee on the Judiciary 

Bill Summary: This bill establishes an Office of Deepwater Horizon Claims Compensation 
within the Department of the Interior to compensate those who have incurred damages as a result 
of the oil spill. The bill provides the authority to process claims to the Administrator of this 
Office and requires that they establish comprehensive claim assistance and resource centers in 
areas with high concentrations of claimants. Additionally, this bill outlines the essential elements 
of an eligible claim for damages and establishes claims procedures. This Act confers exclusive 
jurisdiction over any action challenging any provision of the Act to the U.S. District Court for 
the District of Columbia. Related bill S. 3410 contains similar and additional provisions.  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Bill Number: S. 3462 
Bill Name: A bill to provide subpoena power to the National Commission on the British 
Petroleum Oil Spill in the Gulf of Mexico, and for other purposes 
Sponsor: Senator Jeanne Shaheen of New Hampshire 
Committee with Jurisdiction: Senate Committee on the Judiciary 



Bill Summary: This bill authorizes the National Commission on the BP Deepwater Horizon Oil 
Spill and Offshore Drilling, or any subcommittee or member of the Commission, to hold 
hearings, take testimony, receive evidence, and administer oaths. It also authorizes the 
Commission to compel attendance and testimony of witnesses and the production of relevant 
materials by subpoena.  The bill deems failure to comply with a  subpoena issued by this body 
contempt of court. 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Bill Number: S. 3463 
Bill Name: Survivors Equality act of 2010 
Sponsor: Senator Patrick Leahy of Vermont  
Committee with Jurisdiction: Senate Committee on Science, Commerce and Transportation 

Bill Summary: This bill amends the existing Death on the High Seas Act, to allow families of 
victims to file for non-economic damages after the loss of their loved ones. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Bill Number: S. 3466 
Bill Name: Environmental Crimes Enforcement Act of 2010 
Sponsor: Senator Patrick Leahy of Vermont 
Committee with Jurisdiction: Senate Committee on the Judiciary 

Bill Summary: The Environmental Crimes Enforcement Act directs the Sentencing Commission 
to amend the sentencing guidelines for environmental crimes to reflect the seriousness of these 
crimes. The bill makes restitution mandatory for criminal Clean Water Act violations and allows 
the families of those killed as a result of environmental crimes to be compensated for criminal 
wrongdoing. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Bill Number: S. 3472 
Bill Name: Big Oil Bailout Prevention Unlimited Liability Act of 2010 
Sponsor: Senator Robert Menendez of New Jersey 
Committee with Jurisdiction: Senate Committee on Environment and Public Works 

Bill Summary: This bill amends the Oil Pollution Act of 1990 to make the party responsible for 
an offshore facility, except a deepwater port, from which oil is discharged into or upon navigable 
waters or adjoining shorelines liable for all discharge removal costs and damages for each 
incident. Under current law such party is liable for the total of all removal costs plus $75 million 
for each incident. This bill is retroactive and is written to take effect on April 15, 2010. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 



Bill Number: S. 3473 
Bill Name: A bill to amend the Oil Pollution Act of 1990 to authorize advances from the Oil 
Spill Liability Trust Fund for the Deepwater Horizon oil spill. 
Sponsor: Senator Harry Reid of Nevada 
Became Public Law # 111-191 on June 15, 2010 

Bill Summary: This law amends the Oil Pollution Act of 1990 to exempt advances to the Coast 
Guard, in connection with the Deepwater Horizon oil spill, from the requirement that amounts in 
the Oil Spill Liability Trust Fund only be provided in annual appropriations. The law limits such 
advances to $100 million each and subjects the total amount for all advances to limits under 
previously existing law. The law requires that the Coast Guard notify Congress of the amount 
advanced and the circumstances necessitating the advance within seven days of the advance. 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Bill Number: S. 3478 
Bill Name: Remuneration for Ecological and Society Tolls Occasioned by Reckless Errors 
(RESTORE) Act 
Sponsor: Senator Charles Schumer of New York 
Committee with Jurisdiction: Senate Committee on Science, Commerce and Transportation 

Bill Summary:  The RESTORE Act amends specific chapters and titles of the United States 
Code to repeal certain limitations of liability.  This bill is retroactive and is written to take effect 
on April 15, 2010. 

__________________________________________________________________ 

Bill Number: S. 3489 
Bill Name: A bill to terminate the moratorium on deepwater drilling issued by the Secretary of 
the Interior 
Sponsor: Senator David Vitter of Louisiana 
Committee with Jurisdiction: Senate Committee on Energy and Natural Resources 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Bill Number: S. 3492 
Bill Name: Emergency Relief Well Act 
Sponsor: Senator Frank Lautenberg of New Jersey 
Committee with Jurisdiction: Senate Committee on Energy and Natural Resources 

Bill Summary: This bill amends the Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act to require the drilling of 
emergency relief wells. 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 



Bill Number: S. 3497 
Bill Name: Oil Spill Prevention and Mitigation Improvement Act 
Sponsor: Senator Scott Brown of Massachusetts 
Committee with Jurisdiction: Senate Committee on Energy and Natural Resources 

Bill Summary: The Oil Spill Prevention and Mitigation Improvement Act will require oil 
companies to have a viable response plan for a significant oil leak. Each response plan must be 
tailored to the specific location and depth of the well for which it is designed.  The bill also 
establishes a team of private and public sector experts to work toward remedying the current 
situation in the Gulf of Mexico. Finally, the bill calls for a Government Accountability Office 
review of the current response. 

 

 

 

 


